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Lawn maintenance contractors

Lawn treatment firms solicit your business for the maintenance of your property. A word of
caution: be wary of their “magic” formulas! Despite municipal bylaws prohibiting the use of
pesticides outside the house, some companies are suspected of still using them illegally and
without your consent!

Before settling on a company:

e Ask yourself what you expect and draw up a list of the services you would like
(fertilization, aeration, compost application, soil testing, nematode treatment, etc.)

e If you don’t know the contractor soliciting your business, don’t hesitate to ask for
references.

e Compare prices with other companies (bearing in mind that the highest price does not
necessarily guarantee the best service).

e Ask for written information on the products offered, and require detailed invoices to
ensure that these are the products being used.

Ensure that the contractor you select uses 100% natural fertilizer (almost always granular) that
presents no danger to health or the environment, and whose N-P-K formula is less than 10 (ex.: 4-
4-2 fertilizer by Acti-sol, whose figures are all lower than 10).

Furthermore, when you hire a contractor to apply fertilizer, low-impact pesticides or any other
product on your lawn, ensure that the company is registered with he Town. Bear in mind,
however, that being registered with the Town does not guarantee that the contractor is competent;
he must have the legal permits needed to apply his products, in keeping with provincial laws.
These rules also apply to companies that maintain hedges, trees and flowerbeds. Finally,
contractors who only do mechanical maintenance work (mowing, dethatching, manual weed
removal, etc.) are not required to be registered with the Town.

Remember that, in the long run, adopting good gardening methods where your lawn is concerned
(aeration, compost application, top soil application, mowing high, etc.) is a winning formula, and
that the application of various control products (ecological or other) must only be considered as a
last resort. Because of this, companies whose services were once limited solely to lawn
treatments (pesticides and fertilizers), now offer a range of services including manual weed
removal, soil testing, etc.

In fact, some companies provide very good follow-up services dispensed by competent
employees capable of diagnosing various problems to which your lawn may fall prey. Obviously,
it would be wrong to lump all contractors together, but some have recently made considerable
efforts to offer ecological maintenance services.

To find out if a company has recently been convicted of an offense, contact the eco-consultant at
the Technical Services and Public Works Department by calling 450 621-3500, ext. 3305.
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For additional information:

Website of the Québec Pesticides Management Code:
www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/pesticides/permis/code-gestion/ (frangais)
www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/pesticides/inter_en.htm (English)

Ministere du Développement durable, de I’Environnement et des Parcs du Québec website,
Document sur la toxicité des produits (document concerning toxicity of products):
www.mddep.gouv.gc.ca/pesticides/commercial.pdf

Health Canada website on lawns:
www.healthylawns.net/ (bilingual)




