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FOREWORD
The Town of Rosemère has traditionally taken a leadership role in 
the area of environmental protection. In fact, it holds an enviable 
position with regards to the protection of its natural environment 
and boasts a recycling rate that ranks among the best in the MRC. 
What’s more, it has always made its living environment the focus 
of its interventions. 

Once farmland, the generations that preceded us succeeded in 
developing the region while preserving large areas on which they 
planted many trees of different varieties, giving our territory a 
country flavour that contributes significantly to a quality of life 
valued by its citizens and to its fine reputation. 

Still today, Rosemerites and the municipal administration work 
together to preserve this outstanding living environment. The 
Environmental Awareness Award, which we received within 
the framework of the 11th Communities in Bloom competition, 
encourages us to pursue our efforts in this area. Still, we are well 
aware that, when it comes to the environment, it is possible for 
us to do much more.     

The implementation of an environmental policy will help make 
the protection of our environment a key factor in municipal 
decision-making. It will also substantiate, in the eyes of all 
citizens, the municipal will to adopt measures consistent with 
our local situation.

This phase will be followed by the adoption of a plan of 
action covering every area of municipal jurisdiction. Prior to 
its implementation, public hearings, at which residents will 
be invited to express their views, will be held. We will then be 
following up on this plan of action to ensure that our objectives 
are met.
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These include:

  •  Meeting government recycling objectives  

  •  The municipal contribution to the reduction  
of greenhouse gas emissions  

  •  Protecting and revitalizing our soil, natural spaces 
and wooded heritage

  •  Providing quality potable water and promoting  
its judicious use.

Mission
“The Town of Rosemère’s environmental policy provides 
a frame of reference for the implementation of measures 
designed to improve the environment, protect its 
shoreline, preserve its assets as well as showcase its 
country flavour.

This is a global policy that defines interventions and 
decisions taken by the administration, and integrates 
the full range of measures favouring the environment.

This policy is part of the Town’s vision of its 
development, in partnership with the institutions and 
organizations present on its territory, most notably 
those involved with environmental protection and 
education.”

In order to effectively serve as a frame of reference for 
municipal interventions, this policy must be supported 
by a plan of action that will define the measures to be 
taken by the various municipal departments.

Challenges
Municipalities have access to a number of intervention measures 
allowing them to better protect their environment. However, 
maintaining and improving the environment is not something that 
requires occasional attention: it is an ongoing job. For this reason, 
in order to better plan environmental activities over the coming 
years, the Town of Rosemère and its partners identify the priority 
challenges that require additional efforts.
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1-  This is an overall percentage. In the case of some materials, the percentage is higher 
(consignment containers, oils, paints and pesticides). In the case of other materials, 
the percentage is lower (textiles and non-recyclable materials).

1.   Meet national objectives for  
the recycling of residual waste

  Recycling and reducing residual waste is a 
major challenge for us all. If we fail to alter our 
habits and if our businesses, industries and 
institutions fail to do their share to reduce the 
production of waste at the source, protecting and 
improving our environment will become difficult. 
Our contribution which, until now, has been 
exceptional, must continue. 

 1.1 – Recycling 60% of our residual waste.1

   Ex.: Recover putrescible matter  
(edible matter, leaves, grass clippings, etc.).

 1.2 –  Foster the reuse, reduction and recycling 
of materials not yet included in the regular 
management of residual waste.

   Ex.: Use recycled paper for the Town of Rosemère’s print 
documents.

 1.3 –  Reduce the production of residual matter 
at the source.

  Ex.: Favour residential composting.

 1.4 – Promote the use of the waste depot.
  Ex.: Use it for the recovery of electronic waste.

Objectives
The environmental policy’s plan of action will 
necessarily take into account the following objectives:

 1.   Meet national objectives for the recycling 
of residual waste

 2.  Contribute to the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions

 3.  Protect and revitalize the soil, natural 
spaces and wooded heritage

 4.  Provide quality potable water and promote 
its judicious use
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3.  Protect and revitalize the soil,  
natural spaces and wooded heritage

  Rosemère has a country flavour that is highly 
valued. Our wooded heritage is majestic and 
aging. Our green spaces, both public and private, 
are many. Added to these are marshes and 
shorelines along parts of our territory that also 
require development and protection. All of these 
constitute additional responsibilities in the area 
of environmental protection. 

 3.1 –  Reduce sources of contamination  
on the territory.

   Ex.: Abolish all use of pesticides  
for aesthetic purposes.

 3.2 –  Deal with the aging of trees  
and cedar hedges on our territory. 

  Ex.: Implement a plan for the replacement of trees.

 3.3 – Develop the wetlands.
   Ex.: Support riverside residents with the restoration  

of the shorelines’ ecosystem. 

 3.4 – Retain and develop green spaces.
  Ex.: Develop a park on the former snow depot.

 3.5 –  Ensure the management of waste snow  
and icemelters.

   Ex.: Be at the forefront of new, less environmentally 
damaging methods, in order to reduce the use  
of chemical icemelters.

2.  Contribute to the reduction  
of greenhouse gas emissions

  The Kyoto Protocol involves us all. Without the 
contribution of the Town of Rosemère and that of 
its citizens, we would not be able to reduce our 
greenhouse gas emissions. We feel strongly about 
meeting the objectives we have set, since global 
warming will impact us all. Our contribution is 
twofold: to set the example by modifying our own 
practices and purchasing policies and by working 
to promote the use of public transit. 

 2.1 –  Launch projects to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by the municipality and the 
population at large. 

   Ex.: Make municipal employees aware of the need 
to reduce the idling of vehicle engines.

 2.2 –  Make the population aware of challenges 
related to air quality. 

   Ex.: During Environment Week, organize a Transportation 
Challenge to promote alternative modes of transportation 
(bus, car-pooling, cycling, walking).

 2.3 – Improve public transportation services. 
   Ex.: Study the feasibility of offering better public 

transportation services. 

 2.4 –  Improve the energy efficiency of municipal 
buildings and equipment. 

   Ex.: Favour the use of solar, biomass or geothermal energy 
in public buildings to save energy (lighting, heating, 
ventilation, water-saving devices, etc.).
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4.  Provide quality potable water  
and promote its judicious use

  Here in Rosemère, and in Québec, we are 
surrounded by water. While as a society, we have 
one of the largest reservoirs of water in the world, 
this resource is not unlimited, demanding that 
we protect it and rationalize its use. We must take 
whatever measures we can to reduce the needless 
use of potable water and minimize the number 
of litres of wastewater forwarded to our filtration 
plants. Too often, we rely on our sewer system to 
dispose of matter that should be disposed of in 
another manner. Together, we must attempt to 
reduce our impact on this resource. 

 4.1 –  Reduce residential and commercial use 
of potable water.

   Ex.: Raise public awareness of the impact of washing 
the exterior of houses, cars and yards.

 4.2 –  Reduce the consumption of potable water 
by the municipality.

   Ex.: Study the feasibility of installing water-saving 
devices in municipal buildings.
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all the parties who 
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development of the Town’s 
environmental policy. Their 
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greatly appreciated:

Daniel Haman,  
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Rosemère in Bloom

Louise Pelletier,  
citizen
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citizen
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Members of the  
Municipal Council
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For additional information on the environmental policy,  
go the municipality’s website at the following address:

www.ville.rosemere.qc.ca 
“My town” section, then “Policies”
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