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PRESENTATION OF THE
PROJECT
Overview of the mandate
& objectives of the project
In February 2018, the Town of Rosemère
engaged in a strategic vision exercise
that reads as follows: Rosemère: proud,
green and prosperous. This vision was to
be implemented with three structuring
actions:

MODERNIZE THE ADMINISTRATIVE
APPARATUS
REALIZE ROSEMÈRE’S URBAN
VISION
ESTABLISH THE INFRASTRUCTURE
AND FACILITIES NEEDED TO
ACHIEVE ROSEMÈRE’S GOALS
This vision and these three major actions
were endorsed by the population through
a series of participatory activities.

The Town then worked to develop the
orientations and objectives that would
allow this urban vision to be implemented
in the coming years. These orientations
and objectives also serve to define the
results to work toward in the future. In
order to ensure that these correspond
to the wishes of the population, the
Town then launched a second series of
participatory workshops.
The Town of Rosemère has mandated
Convercité,
a
recognized
agency
specializing in public participation, to
assist with the implementation of this
consultative project. This report presents
the endorsement of the orientations and
objectives of Rosemère’s urban vision.

Stages of the project
May - June 2018

Oct. 2018 - Jan. 2019

Feb. - May 2019

Fall 2019

Winter 2019 - 2020

COLLECTIVE
VISION

DIAGNOSTIC
PROFILE

ORIENTATIONS
& OBJECTIVES

CONCEPT
PLAN

REVISED URBAN
PLAN

Survey
Public
consultations
Focus groups
Consultation
report

Analysis of the
territory, the
population and
citizens’ concerns
Main issues at
stake

Public consultations
Focus groups
In-person surveys
Stakeholder meetings
Consultation report

Activities to be
determined

Activities to be
determined

Stages realized

stages to come

Collective vision: In the spring of 2018,
the Town developed a strategic vision that
was endorsed together with the residents.

Concept plan: A concept plan is a
schematic representation of the urban
vision, orientations and certain actions to
be carried out on the territory. This will be
the subject of public consultations next
fall.

Diagnostic profile: A profile of the
territory was created in order to
understand the territorial dynamics and
issues of Rosemère from an objective
point of view. This profile also serves as a
decision-making tool.
Objectives and orientations: These
were directly derived from the public
consultations concerning the strategic
vision and the profile of the territory,
which made it possible to identify a series
of issues to be considered over the coming
years in Rosemère.

Revised urban plan: The final stage of this
action consists of revising, over the long
term, Rosemère’s urban plan in order to
achieve the territory’s urban vision. The
plan will define the broad outlines of the
Town’s development over the coming
years. Citizens will also be involved in this
stage.
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PARTICIPATORY
ACTIVITIES
Survey of families
15 PARTICIPANTS
With a view to ensuring inclusive
participation and better representation
of citizens’ needs, the Town wanted to
carry out an activity specifically aimed at
reaching families and young people, which
represent segments of the population that
are more difficult to engage in normal
public consultation processes.

To this end, two field officers attended
the Rosemère carnival, held on February
9, 2019 from 10 am to 4 pm. Equipped
with electronic tablets, they invited
citizens to respond to a survey about the
orientations and objectives of Rosemère’s
urban vision. The opinions of 15 families
were collected through this activity.

Public consultations
99 PARTICIPANTS
Workshops open to the public were
organized, involving about 100 citizens,
on two different occasions, March 16 and
20, 2019, to come to an agreement on the
orientations and objectives of the urban
vision, namely with regard to specific
themes.

themes in question and certain concepts
related to development and urban
planning.

In roundtable discussions, the aim was
to endorse, improve or invalidate the
orientations and objectives proposed
by the Town. These two sessions were
preceded by an information period that
provided context for the project and
explained the issues pertaining to the

Workshops with children were offered,
allowing the young participants to express
their wishes for Rosemère’s future.
These young people were then given the
opportunity to present their ideas during
a collective plenary session.

A workbook was also produced and
distributed to each person in order to
facilitate participation.

Meeting with the
businesspeople
20 PARTICIPANTS
A meeting with Rosemère’s merchants
and businesspeople was organized. About
twenty participants gathered in order to
validate and improve the orientations and
objectives of Rosemère’s urban vision.

Focus group with
the citizens
6 PARTICIPANTS
A focus group was then held with residents
of Rosemère to discuss more thoroughly
any issues requiring clarification. Based
on best practices in public consultation,
the creation of focus groups consists of
bringing together people with diverse
profiles, including those who are likely to
be under-represented in the consultation
process. It remains a productive tool for
gathering various points of view on a
subject.
In May 2019, a group of six citizens was
formed by random recruitment using tools

already in place in the Town (social media
networks, pools of volunteers, people who
had expressed an interest in participating
in public consultations) albeit in
accordance with a variety of criteria (age,
gender, place of residence, etc.). In view
of the subsequent stages and to allow
for a more in-depth consideration of the
comments already collected, participants
agreed to focus on the places likely to be
significantly transformed in the coming
years: Place Rosemère, the golf course
and Chemin de la Grande-Côte, a main
artery traversing the Town .
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PART 2
RESULTS

The presentation of the results of the consultation process is divided into two sections.
The first comprises a summary of the discussions concerning the endorsement of
each orientation and objective. And the second a summary of the discussions of
the three sites likely to be transformed over the next few years in Rosemère: Place
Rosemère, the golf course and Chemin de la Grande-Côte. The report concludes with
a list of the most salient points that emerged from the discussions.

12
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ENDORSEMENT OF
ORIENTATIONS AND GOALS

Orientation 2: Ensure the sustainable management of the territory of Rosemère in
order to better confront the risks of climate change (

).

Participants endorsed this orientation.
The orientations and objectives proposed by the Town were endorsed and improved upon
by participants in the survey (families) and at public consultations, the meeting with the
business community and the focus group with residents. The following five main themes
were identified together with the Town, all concerning the orientations and objectives of the
urban vision:

Objective 1: Enhance natural environments
•
•

- greening and sustainable development
- urban development
- mobility
- economy
- heritage, landscapes and identity

•

(

).

Acquire new green spaces, including part of the golf course (9 citizens roundtables1);
Create a network of natural spaces through trails and by equipping Charbonneau Park
with more facilities (canoe trips, intermunicipal cruises, chalets, benches) (8 citizens
roundtables);
Develop urban agriculture projects (e.g., community gardens) (1 businesspeople
roundtable).

Objective 2: Reduce heat islands by promoting greening (

Each of the proposals below mentions the type of participant as well as the number of
roundtables that reported on it. It should be noted that the public consultations involved a
total of 16 roundtables, the meeting with the businesspeople 2 roundtables, and the focus
group with citizens 1 roundtable. In addition, the public consultations included an exercise
involving children, whose comments have likewise been reported below.

•
•

).

Develop green roofs on commercial buildings, authorize and encourage the construction
of white roofs and urban greenhouses (17 citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople
roundtable + 1 focus group roundtable);
Green parking lots (11 citizens roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable).

Legend:
The orientation or objective was endorsed by a majority of participants.

Objective 3: Preserve Rosemère’s green spaces (

Participants’ comments were mixed about the orientation or objective.

•

The orientation or objective was endorsed by a minority of participants only.

•

Theme 1

Adopt a more forceful tree policy (inventory, sanctions against felling) (14 citizens
roundtables);
Protect urban forests and native woodlands, particularly those in and around the golf
course (7 citizens roundtables).

Objective 4:

Anticipate the impacts of climate change in the coming years and
ensure sustainable planning for the territory (
).

Greening and sustainable development

•

Orientation 1: Ensure the conservation and enhancement of natural areas in order
to protect the rural identity of the Town and the quality of living environments (

).

).

•

Participants endorsed this orientation.

•
•

1

Improve water management through green infrastructure and by improving soil
permeability in order to limit flooding (build rain gardens and carry out ecological
landscaping) (13 citizens roundtables);
Implement strict regulations regarding single-use plastic containers and bags (2
businesspeople roundtables);
Improve waste management infrastructure (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Support merchants in the ecological transition in Rosemère, in particular by setting up
organic waste collection (1 businesspeople roundtable).

9 citizens roundtables means that 9 out of a total of 16 roundtables mentioned the reported orientation or objective.

Orientations and objectives of Rosemère’s urban vision - Public consultation report

What the kids think
The children were very sensitive to the overflows that occur in the
Milles-Iles River. To remedy this, they propose to build a mechanical
filter by the bridge of Autoroute 15, where natural filters such as
retention basins with root plants could purify the water before it
flows into the river. More broadly, the children invite us to rethink the
ways in which the infrastructure of Rosemère might become more
ecological.
Drawings of a dream town, children of Rosemère © Convercité
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Theme 2

Urban development
Orientation 1:

Meet the needs of current and future populations by designing
quality living environments that can be harmoniously integrated into the built environment
and that respect the purpose of the various sectors (
).

•

Participants endorsed this orientation.

•

Orientation 2:

PGive priority to the redevelopment of existing sectors before
developing new living environments, in order to consolidate the territory (
).
This orientation was partially endorsed by the participants. Some mentioned that they
did not want to wait for the redevelopment of existing sectors, so as to benefit from the
increased tax revenues permitted by new developments. Others stressed the importance
of planning new developments simultaneously with redevelopment, to ensure overall
coherence, connectivity between places and complementarity of urban functions.

Objective 1: Diversify housing types to meet the needs of all generations (
•

•
•
•

).

Offer a variety of housing for seniors to meet their needs and retain them in Rosemère
(autonomous, semi-autonomous, low rents, higher-end condos, intergenerational
housing) (9 citizens roundtables + 2 businesspeople roundtables + 1 focus group
roundtable);
Promote Rosemère to young families in order both to attract and to retain them, to
ensure the renewal of the population (7 citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople
roundtable);
Build smaller units and have a variety of dwelling sizes (6 citizens roundtables);
Increase the number of residences around public transit hubs (stations) at Place
Rosemère and on the golf course (3 citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople roundtable
+ 1 focus group roundtable).

Objective 2:

Ensure the quality of new developments by promoting sustainable
development principles (e.g., eco-neighbourhoods) (
).
•
•
•
•

Insist on high ecological standards in new buildings (green roofs, LEED certification,
eco-neighbourhoods, etc.) (9 citizens roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable);
Work towards more compactness and a human scale to consolidate neighbourhoods (8
citizens roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable);
Prioritize “green” projects and increase the density of mature trees (7 citizens
roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable);
Ensure that new urban outdoor developments are of high quality and relevant to the

environment (1 businesspeople roundtable + 1 focus group roundtable);
Take advantage of the closure of the big box stores on Labelle Boulevard to update the
street design, for example by limiting parking along the boulevard (1 businesspeople
roundtable);
Prioritize the principle of an eco-neighbourhood around the golf course according to
a gradation of density, higher near the boulevards and more compact near existing
neighbourhoods, and ensure a mix of services and designs conducive to active mobility
(1 businesspeople roundtable).

Objective 3: Promote the homogeneity of residential neighbourhoods in the various
sectors ( ).

This objective was not endorsed by the majority of participants. While respect for Rosemère’s
identity, unique character and quality of life are important to participants, this does not
prevent them from allowing architectural diversity and transforming neighbourhoods so that
they can better respond to the current and future challenges of the population.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain architectural diversity (6 citizens roundtables);
Plan mixed sectors without a specific purpose (3 citizens roundtables);
Conduct an inventory of the large lots occupied by small houses that do not necessarily
have any heritage value, to encourage subdivision and gradual densification (strategic
lots) (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Avoid the construction of “monster homes” that encourage low density and render the
Town less accessible (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Reflect on the functions of different types of housing so that it can adapt to long-term
needs (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Maintain the homogeneity and unique character of Rosemère’s architectural style
without preventing diversity in housing types (1 businesspeople roundtable).

Objective 4: (proposed new objective): Densify the area near the train station
Some people, especially the businesspeople, in Rosemère would like to see the area around
the train station be more densified. According to them, this would have several advantages:
•
•
•
•

Diversify the housing stock;
Encourage commercial traffic;
Promote public transport;
Reaffirm and consolidate the old-town section of Chemin de la Grande-Côte.
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What the kids think
The children made recommendations for increasing the
population density of the territory while also minimizing the
impact on the environment: “We have to build high and without
chimneys in order to avoid air pollution produced by buildings,
and we have to avoid cutting down trees in order to leave more
green spaces.”
Drawings of our dream town, children of Rosemère © Convercité
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Theme 3
The economy

Orientation 1: Promote a renewable, sustainable and diversified economy (

).

Participants endorsed this orientation. However, with regard to the attractiveness of new
businesses in Rosemère, businesspeople mentioned the importance of complementing the
current offer, in order to avoid creating greater commercial saturation, which might force
existing businesses to close.

Objective 1:

Create concentrated clusters of local services and shops and improve
the performance of these clusters (
).
•
•
•

•
•
•

Encourage the presence of small merchants or craftspeople who contribute to the city’s
rural identity (4 citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople roundtable);
Diversify the types of businesses in Rosemère (2 citizens roundtables);
Develop an economic ecosystem in the train station area that can adapt both to peak
and local commercial traffic. Encourage the notion of an old-town core on Chemin de la
Grande-Côte so that everything can be done on foot and that the commercial landscape
is concentrated and personalized (2 citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople roundtable);
Consolidate the purpose of the commercial centres (e.g., Labelle Boulevard as a regional
artery and Chemin de la Grande-Côte as a local artery) (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Consider changing the zoning rules in commercial centres in order to concentrate
services (2 businesspeople roundtables);
Have a densification strategy in place in order to retain enough consumers to keep
Rosemère’s businesses alive (1 businesspeople roundtable).

Objective 2: Stimulate local hiring and promote the attractiveness of businesses
(professional services and management) (
•
•
•
•
•
•

).

Avoid the presence of big-box stores and favour smaller businesses (2 businesspeople
roundtables);
Attract young entrepreneurs by offering them business opportunities or by helping them
develop a business plan (2 businesspeople roundtables);
Attract companies and services that complement the current commercial offerings and
that will not further saturate the market (1 businesspeople roundtable);
On Labelle Boulevard, encourage the pull effect of restaurants and create a hub where all
businesses attract a large mass of consumers (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Place Rosemère could offer more professional services (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Encourage the attractiveness of companies that focus on a circular economy and ecology
(1 businesspeople roundtable).

Objective 3: Modernize commercial centres by ensuring that they offer a variety of
products and services (
•
•
•
•
•
•

).

Offer a wider variety of products and services, both horizontal and vertical, especially
on Labelle Boulevard and Place Rosemère (7 citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople
roundtable);
Set up a public market (6 citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople roundtable);
Design comprehensive living environments that prioritize the link between residences
for the elderly and services (5 citizens roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable);
Better plan the cohabitation of residential and commercial spaces, which often becomes
difficult (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Encourage supermarkets to build multi-storey or underground parking lots to consolidate
their use of land (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Ensure the modernization of commercial centres by facilitating active and collective
mobility (1 businesspeople roundtable).

What the kids think
The children had many ideas to share with regard to Rosemère’s
economy. By and large, they favoured appropriating and enhancing
the banks of the Milles-Iles River, since it is a prized part of our
natural heritage. A winter village could become a tourist attraction
by offering different activities, such as ice fishing, ice skating, a
souvenir shop, a small café and ecological chalets with compost
toilets. In summer, the site could be transformed into a summer
village, where chalets anchored to wharves could float on the river.

21
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Theme 4
Mobility

Orientation 1:

Improve Rosemère’s sustainable mobility by promoting active and
public transportation (
).

•
•

Participants endorsed this orientation.

Objective 1: Rethink the structure of the road network in order to improve its flow

•

•

•

(

•
•

).

Reduce traffic on Chemin de la Grande-Côte in order to encourage modes of transport
other than cars and strengthen its purpose as a town centre (1 businesspeople
roundtable);
Review traffic control near Ste-Thérèse Academy (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Assess opportunities for improving the road network with traffic experts and propose
them to citizens (1 businesspeople roundtable).

Objective 2: Develop a well-integrated and safe active and public transportation
network throughout the territory (
•

•
•
•
•

).

Add a network of dedicated bicycle paths (9 citizens roundtables + 1 focus group
roundtable), notably on:
• Chemin de la Grande-Côte (8 citizens roundtables + 2 businesspeople roundtables
+ 1 focus group roundtable);
• Labelle Boulevard (4 citizens roundtables + 2 businesspeople roundtables + 1 focus
group roundtable);
• The future golf district (3 citizens roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable);
• Residential streets (2 citizens roundtables);
Increase the frequency and reliability of shuttles to the train station and consider offering
shuttle rides free of charge as a way to encourage their use (12 citizens roundtables + 1
businesspeople roundtable);
Reduce traffic in the vicinity of schools in school corridors (including rue Frenette, rue
Pacific and rue Couture) (9 citizens roundtables);
Increase the frequency of trains and provide service outside peak hours (7 citizens
roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable);
Put bike racks at the train station, on Chemin de la Grande-Côte and in the commercial
centres (6 citizens roundtables);

•
•
•
•
•

Standardize the speed limit at 30 km/h on Chemin de la Grande-Côte (5 citizens
roundtables);
Review the space dedicated to pedestrians and cyclists on Chemin de la Grande-Côte
and add a municipal parking lot to encourage walking from one business to the next
and to create an interesting atmosphere (5 citizens roundtables + 2 businesspeople
roundtables);
Move the train station or add new public transit infrastructure north of the golf course
with incentive parking for neighbouring cities (5 citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople
roundtable + 1 focus group roundtable);
Reserve the parking lot at the train station for residents of Rosemère by introducing
a windshield sticker system or by encouraging carpooling (5 citizens roundtables + 1
businesspeople roundtable);
Redevelop pedestrian crossings on Labelle Boulevard between the commercial centres
and beneath Autoroute 640, in order to make them safer (5 citizens roundtables + 2
businesspeople roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable);
Facilitate pedestrian and bicycle mobility between the golf course and Place Rosemère
(5 citizens roundtables + 2 businesspeople roundtables + 1 focus group roundtable);
Develop a protected cycling trail and pedestrian path crossing the Town from east to
west (4 citizens roundtables);
Review the role of the shuttle in the park-and-ride system, exploring ways in which
it could also connect businesses and other points of interest with one another (1
businesspeople roundtable);
Consider the possibility of consolidating the parking lots of businesses to reduce the
surface area that they occupy (1 businesspeople roundtable).

Objective 3: Promote the adoption of lifestyles based on active mobility (
•
•
•
•

).

Explore and promote additional alternative transportation options to the train station
(such as carpooling or a shuttle bus route from the Place Rosemère parking lot) (4
citizens roundtables + 1 businesspeople roundtable);
Encourage active mobility among the various businesses on Labelle Boulevard in order
to promote healthy lifestyles (1 businesspeople roundtable);
Install charging stations for electric cars on Labelle Boulevard (1 businesspeople
roundtable);
Develop cycling routes linking places of interest and commercial stops (1 businesspeople
roundtable).
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Theme 5

Heritage, landscape and identity
Orientation 1:
(

).

Objective 3: Reaffirm the identity of business sectors (
•
•

Ensure the preservation and valorization of Rosemère’s heritage

•

Objective 1: Define Rosemère’s heritage and landscape together with residents
).

Participants mentioned some of the elements that make up Rosemère’s heritage and identity.
Most often, this related to natural heritage:

Objective 2: Acquire tools that will protect Rosemère’s heritage and identity
(

•
•
•
•
•

).

Improve the ambiance on Chemin de la Grande-Côte (by revitalizing and enhancing the
architectural character of the shops) (3 citizens roundtables).
Combat the high volume of traffic on Chemin de la Grande-Côte, which detracts from its
commercial value and obscures its heritage identity (2 citizens roundtables).
Continue the Town’s initiatives to beautify the shops on Labelle Boulevard (e.g., adding
large flower boxes) (1 businesspeople roundtable).

Participants endorsed this orientation.

(

25

Orientations and objectives of Rosemère’s urban vision - Public consultation report

).

Make an inventory of heritage buildings and select the most remarkable bungalows from
the 1940s to the 1970s to protect (6 citizens roundtables);
Prioritize the enhancement of particularly old heritage sites such as the train station, the
manor house, Hamilton House, the cannons and the residences of the former executives
of the Canadian Pacific Railway (5 citizens roundtables);
Develop an SPAIP to protect the scale and layout of older houses (keep the lateral
margins ) (4 citizens roundtables);
Encourage the maintenance of heritage buildings and provide technical and/or financial
assistance to their owners (3 citizens roundtables);
Do not neglect natural heritage, and enhance it even, in areas that do not have cultural
heritage value (1 citizens roundtable).

Les jardins Hamilton ©Ville de Rosemère
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DISCUSSION OF
THREE SECTORS
OF INTEREST
Since the discussions concerned the urban vision of the territory, attention was focused largely
on the areas that will be transformed and that have a strong potential for requalification in the
coming years. These areas are Place Rosemère, the golf course and Chemin de la Grande-Côte.
This section reports on the discussions that emerged from the various participatory workshops.

Place Rosemère
Citizens, particularly those who participated
in the focus group, noted that the notion of
the “shopping centre” is in decline, not only
in Rosemère, but throughout North America.
This is explained by changes in consumer
habits (e.g., online shopping) that reduce
the relevance of an expansive commercial
landscape. Citizens also pointed to the
increase in air freight traffic and its negative
impact on Rosemère, particularly since these
aircraft are destined for Mirabel Airport.
In that context, they wondered about the
possibilities offered by the redevelopment
of Place Rosemère, considering the ways in
which it could represent Rosemère’s values
and identity and what might comprise its
uniqueness.
Discussions concerning the redevelopment
of Place Rosemère then revolved primarily
around of the variety of ways in which it
might be used as well as its design, parking
and mobility. Many participants imagined this
area to be undergoing a total transformation,
and in this sense, ideas about how to optimize
the space flowed freely.

MIXED DEVELOPMENT

One consensus that emerged among the
participants was that Place Rosemère
needed to be used for a wider variety of
purposes. They would like to see multiple
types of spaces in use there, including smaller
commercial spaces, offices, community
spaces and above all residential housing.
The majority of participants mentioned
their desire to see a greater mix of social
groups using the space and to offer housing
for seniors, be it in residences and condos
or by making room for intergenerational
housing. This would have the advantage
of bringing the elderly closer to the Town’s
services. Participants also proposed to focus
on entertainment and ways to improve the
attractiveness of the site, such as building
a medical centre, a cinema, a hotel and a
cultural centre.
Others would like to see the population of
the site become denser, especially near the
highway, but also above the commercial
centre and above existing parking lots
(which would be put underground). This
arrangement would allow for an optimized
use of land. In addition, participants want

great care to be taken in the design of Place
Rosemère, both in terms of architecture
and atmosphere. They would like plans for
the project to be selected by way of an
architectural competition, ensuring that the
atmosphere of the main artery is appealing
at a human level, with quality shops and
greenery. In particular, they warned against
repeating the errors of the past by building
residences that are locked in and flanked by
a highway, which, as with the Nobilis project,
for example, results in poor urban integration.

A CONNECTED HUB

These changes require rethinking the
accessibility and mobility of the site and its
connection with the Town. Several ideas were
put forward. Some could imagine moving the
train station closer to Place Rosemère and
the golf course, so that Chemin de la GrandeCôte would be freed from current traffic and
reappropriated as a village core. Others, in
turn, expressed reluctance to move the train
station, saying that it is an integral part of the
development of the village core. They are also
concerned about the devitalization effect of
moving the train station, which would result
in fewer users passing through this location.
Still other participants imagined creating an
entirely new train station, or comprehensive
public transit system, on the site with
incentive parking lots but shared with those
at Place Rosemère. In the absence of a new
station, residents are in favour of adding
buses that would shuttle between the station
and the commercial centre. They hope that
train station users coming from neighbouring
towns will use the parking incentives at

Place Rosemère instead of contributing to
traffic congestion in the heart of the Town.
Finally, some people who participated in
the consultations want the site to be more
accessible for walking and cycling.
This would require, for them, a new
configuration of the pedestrian crossings on
Labelle Boulevard, a widening of sidewalks
and the addition of bike paths.

A HIGH QUALITY, GREEN LIVING SPACE

The question of the greening of Place
Rosemère was also at the heart of the
discussions. Some people, while remaining
realistic about what would be financially
and practically feasible, pointed to the
importance of greening and of assessing the
possibility of integrating a large-scale urban
agriculture project. The hope is to transform
the sector so that it can better represent
the identity and values of Rosemère: a high
quality, green town.

27

What the kids think
As the children envision it, the Place Rosemère of the future has an
immense urban greenhouse spanning the roof of the building. The stores
inside would then sell only the fruits and vegetables produced from the
greenhouse. “We have to stop importing food and must instead produce
it ourselves in greenhouses, resell it and encourage the local economy.”
Another part of the roof could be equipped with solar panels to supply the
commercial centre with energy and reduce its ecological footprint..

Drawings of the town of your dreams, children of Rosemère © Convercité
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The golf course
During the participatory workshops, a minority
of participants spoke out against developing
the golf course in any way at all, arguing
instead in favour of its complete acquisition
by the Town. Yet given the possible impact of
this acquisition on fiscal revenues, most of the
proposals recommended developing part of
the golf course and transforming its southern
section into a public park. This partial
development could take place under several
conditions. Many participants thus took the
opportunity to envision the possibilities and
reflect on the conditions that would have
to be respected if this project were to come
into being. It would serve as an example for
its access to green space, diverse residential
offerings, a sustainable transportation network
and the population’s general amenability to
testing “innovative” ways of designing streets
to be shared. A few roundtables suggested
the idea of, in the long term, moving the
commuter train station or adding a new one,
to be used by the inhabitants of the district
and neighbouring towns of Rosemère. In the
short term, participants would like to see at
least one incentive parking facility to reduce
the pressure on existing incentive parking
facilities.

AN EXEMPLARY ECO-NEIGHBOURHOOD

Une première condition évoquée par les
An essential condition mentioned by the
participants is that the new development
must be an exemplary eco-neighbourhood;
in other words, it must be compact, at a
human scale and must meet the highest
environmental standards of construction
(LEED certification). The participants in the
consultations were well aware that reducing
the project’s footprint will require building
high. It was agreed that the protection of the
wetlands and golf ponds in the south was very
important; however, there was a divergence in
the choice of spaces to develop. Participants’
opinions were divided among three strategic
ways of developing the site. The most popular
was to extend Bouthillier Boulevard and build
only between this boulevard and the highway,

opposite Place Rosemère.
Building heights could then reach 10 to
12 floors, and the southern part of the golf
course would still be completely protected.
The second proposal was to create a buffer
zone around the site and develop only the
central part of the land. This would have the
advantage of protecting the woodlands as
much as possible and retaining the green
spaces along Labelle Boulevard. The buffer
zone could accommodate cross-country
ski trails, a pedestrian zone and possibly
a skating rink encircling the site. The
participants’ third proposal was to encourage
development along Labelle Boulevard, but
not as densely as in proposal 1, for example,
by limiting building height to a maximum of
4 to 5 floors

PUBLIC ACCESS TO NATURE

Aware that not all the natural environments
on the site can be protected, participants still
want to be assured that they will have access
to nature. Thus, some roundtables proposed
to collectively acquire part of the site in
order to develop spaces that are accessible
to all Rosemère residents. These could
include a municipal park, a botanical garden
with fountains, horticultural shops or a public
market. Others mentioned the possibility of
adding interesting facilities, such as a cultural
centre. In any event, there was consensus
that part of the golf course must highlight
Rosemère’s identity as a green city.

A VARIED RESIDENTIAL OFFERING

Participants were sensitive to the fact that
the high value of properties in Rosemère
limits property ownership for younger clients.
In addition, the population has decreased
in recent years, leading to a demographic
challenge.

Since only 10% of the territory remains to be
developed, this project represents the only
opportunity to create a living environment
that focuses on intergenerational and
accessible housing in order to attract young
families. In this sense, most would like to see
the emergence of a diversified offering that
targets a multitude of clienteles. Beyond this
diversified offering, however, residents want
to develop a real community, full of life. This
could mean building a school, daycare centres
and other facilities, if necessary.
A NEIGHBOURHOOD CONNECTED TO THE
CITY
Participants want the eco-neighbourhood
around the golf course to focus on sustainable
mobility. Among others, it must encourage
active lifestyles and offer a car-sharing
service. It should also provide a network of
bicycle and pedestrian paths. In addition,
participants considered the construction of
paths or roads connecting the eastern and
western neighbourhoods of the Town. For
some, this eco-neighbourhood could also
serve as a kind of mobility “laboratory” for
testing innovative ways of designing shared
streets. Some suggested, as a long-term
plan, moving the commuter train station into
this area, or adding a new one, to be used
by the inhabitants of the Town and of towns
adjacent to Rosemère. Finally, as already
mentioned, this neighbourhood would have
to be connected to Place Rosemère so that
residents would have easy access to local
services.

SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE

The participants hope that the town of
Rosemère will succeed in establishing a
relationship with the developers in order to
ensure that the recommendations resulting
from the citizen consultations will be
respected. To ensure the follow-up of this
project, some participants suggested that the
Town organize a special strategic committee
with residents in order to involve them in the
development of the project and to ensure that

everyone will be pleased with the final
project.
They would also like the developers to
subsidize the upgrading of infrastructure
and services for this new neighbourhood
significantly. Finally, the project will
also have to be evaluated with regard
to the capacities of the Town’s current
infrastructure.

What the kids think
The children envision a wide
variety of activities within
the golf course, including
a mini-golf area for kids, a
tree-to-tree course, water
areas, a paintball area, a park
with playground modules,
a souvenir shop and a
restaurant. Surrounding all of
this, they also envision a green
belt and wetland.
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Chemin de la Grande-Côte
The participants expressed their strong
attachment to the core of the town of
Rosemère on Chemin de la Grande-Côte.
However, they also expressed their concerns
about the future of this artery as an area of
high heritage value.

A MUCH-NEEDED REAPPROPRIATION
OF THE HEART OF ROSEMÈRE

Participants want to have the atmosphere of
a town centre around the Rosemère library,
regardless of the season. They would like the
commercial offerings to be updated and more
diverse, and they would also like to see certain
services be limited . They also identified some
strategic areas to be developed along the
artery that offer an opportunity to consolidate
the heart of Rosemère. Participants would like
these to be built according to high ecological
standards (green roofs, LEED-certified
buildings). They believe that development
should be mixed, and concentrated around
the town core before gradually spreading
along Chemin de la Grande-Côte. They would
like to be able to park there (municipal
parking), or walk to the area and then walk
easily and safely from one shop to the next,
go to work or stop at a café, sit on a terrace,
go to the library – basically, they would like to
engage in a variety of activities in a pleasant
atmosphere and where cars do not take up
all the space. In short, they are looking for an
interesting space.

LOW-IMPACT AND SHARED MOBILITY

Many participants mentioned that car traffic
at rush hour detracts from the atmosphere
and heritage value of Chemin de la GrandeCôte. To overcome this challenge, several
proposals were put on the table: standardize
the width of the street, standardize the speed
limit to 30 km/h along the entire artery, install
traffic lights or remove a few stops signs.

Participants would also like this street to be
more pedestrian-friendly and even allow
children to ride their bicycles to school. They
propose to free up space by burying the
electrical wiring underground, which would
allow for the addition of a second sidewalk
or bike path. They also proposed adding
pedestrian crossings near the train station.
Other participants called for the need to
develop dedicated public transit lanes in
order to increase the reach of alternative
transportation.

TOWARDS A NEW HUB FOCUSED ON
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION?

The businesspeople, for their part, would
like the train station area to be more densely
populated and consolidated as a mixed hub.
They see this as an opportunity to diversify
the residential offering, encourage shopping,
encourage the use of public transit and
consolidate the town core in this area.
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Appreciation of the
project
One section of the workbook that was
given to participants was reserved for a
survey to assess their feelings about the
meeting. Based on the comments collected,
participants were highly satisfied both with
the project and with the workshops. They
especially liked the content presented to
them, as well as the opportunity to discuss
topics that they value deeply. That said, some
participants would have liked more time to
talk. The businesspeople greatly appreciated
having been consulted, and the citizens who
participated in the focus group enjoyed being
in a smaller group. They said that they would
also have liked being put in direct contact
with strategic partners, such as the owners of
Place Rosemère.
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Conclusion
Taking into account all of the discussions on Rosemère’s urban planning and in line with the
proposed orientations and objectives, the Town’s vision should be based on the following main
elements:

1

5

2

6

Redevelop Place Rosemère by prioritizing the diversity of its functions, including residences
for the elderly that would be located near services. Place Rosemère should show off
high-quality architecture and urban design;

Establish the conditions for the partial development of the golf course. It should be
an eco-neighbourhood that adopts the highest standards of quality and sustainable
development, part of the land should be conserved as public parks, and the approach to
developing this area should be based on social acceptability;

3

Develop a more diverse housing stock in Rosemère, particularly around the train station, at
Place Rosemère and on part of the golf course to allow different populations both to settle
in Rosemère and to stay there in the long term, even once their needs change;

4

Ensure that a coherent overall vision is adopted for the development of the golf course and
the redevelopment of Place Rosemère, in order to meet demographic challenges and ensure
connectivity of the sites and the complementarity of urban functions;

Consolidate the town core on Chemin de la Grande-Côte and affirm its identity as a dynamic,
charming, human-scale community and commercial centre;

Develop stricter regulations to preserve Rosemère’s green spaces, revisit environmental
criteria for new developments, improve water management, and encourage the Town’s
ecological transition;

7

Facilitate both active and public transportation along Labelle Boulevard at Place Rosemère
and the golf course, and reduce traffic pressure on Chemin de la Grande-Côte;

8

Adopt a proactive heritage strategy by focusing not only on the conservation but also on
the enhancement of older buildings, by considering trees and green spaces as part of the
heritage concept, and by evaluating the heritage potential of older buildings.

37

ANNEXE

40

Orientations and objectives of Rosemère’s urban vision - Public consultation report

41

Orientations and objectives of Rosemère’s urban vision - Public consultation report

Public consultations on March 16 and 20, 2019
Name

Last name

Name

Name

Last name

Last name

Name

Last name

1

Carla

Brown

36

Mireille

Hardy

71

Luc

Séguin

86

Ginette

Boulet

2

François

Vachon

37

Sébastien

Jacquet

72

Pierre

Allard

87

Louise

Bouré

3

Martin

Zeltner

38

Robert

Lesage

73

Louise

Michaud

88

Robert

Chalifour

Carla

Young

89

Suzie

Charette

4

Evelyne

Lapeyrie

39

Francis

Lévesque

74

5

Patrick

Varin

40

Diane

Lowden

75

Guylaine

Richer

90

Réjean

Dumas

6

Naj

Mahani

41

Kathy

Nolan

76

Russ

Binning

91

Viviane

Ellis

7

Eric

Garant

42

Lise

Caron

77

Heinke

Sommer

92

Andrée

Guilbeault

8

Sylvain

Ouellette

43

Leslie

Fraser

78

Johanne-Claire

Bérubé

93

Marcelle

Lareau

9

Carmen

Landry

44

John

Fraser

79

Francine

Coutu

94

Michel

Leboeuf

10

Robert

Caron

45

Huguette

Gougeon

80

Brian

Deslauriers

95

Madeleine

Leduc

11

Reza

Adalat

46

Jasmine

Lail

81

Josée

Ferland

96

François

Pepin

Jason

Krukowski

97

Michel

Pérusse

12

Claude

Malouin

47

Anne

McMullon

82

13

Sylvie

Dufort

48

Louise

Pelletier

83

Michel

Paré

98

Timothé

14

Étienne

Bouillère

49

Carole

Vallée

84

Daniel

Robinson

99

Charles-Émile

15

Joanne

Lafond

50

Béatrice

Loubier

85

Stéphane

Archambault

16

Luc

Séguin

51

Charles

Doyon

17

Paul

Jensen

52

Émilie

Lapalme Gendron

18

Claire

Cartier

53

Vincent

Paquette

19

Evelyn

Van Eyken

54

François

Vachon

20

Marc

Van Eyken

55

Jonathan

Rheault

21

Sylvie

Touchette

56

Kristin

Crowdis

1

Jonathan

Béland

11

Caroline

Fortier

22

Chantal

Lépine

57

Benoit

Blouin

2

Hélène

Bergevin

12

Pierre

Paquin

23

Jean-Paul

Lalonde

58

Eric

Hurtubise

3

Johanne-Claire

Bérubé

13

Serge

Rivet

24

Bernard

Barnéoud

59

Yves-Martial

Girod

4

Brian

Bérubé

14

Alexandra

Simard

25

Irène

Bouillère

60

Patrick

Varin

5

Louise

Bouré

15

Guillaume

Saudrais

Jo

Circé

16

Joannie

Simard

Business community, March 26, 2019
Name

Last name

Name

Last name

26

Jocelyn

Gilbert

61

Isabelle

Garneau

6

27

Jacques

Beaulieu

62

Kelly

Crowdis

7

Kim

Clermont-Tremblay

17

Jessy

Turcot

28

Alain

Brunet

63

Matthew

Montoni

8

Amélie

Des Lauriers

18

Patrick

Biagini

29

Paul

Cahill

64

Dario

Montoni

9

Dominic

Dufour

19

Russell

Miller

30

Elisabeth

Dohrendorf

65

Franca

Riso

10

Anna

Guglielmi

20

Audrey

Tardif

31

Michael

Dohrendorf

66

Chantal

St-Amand

32

Maurice

Evans

67

Philippe

Lissardi

33

José

Faria

68

Carole

Gingras

34

Denis

Fyfe

69

André

Milot

35

Denis

Groleau

70

S.

Richer

Discussion group with the citizens, May 9, 2019
Name

Last name

1

Nicolas

Jean

2

Marjolaine

Bousquet

3

Richard

Vachon

4

Hélène

Brossard

5

Jacques

Beaulieu

6

Chantal

Lépine

