Commercial signs
Main criteria in the bylaw on
Site Planning and Architectural Integration Programs
as they relate to commercial signs

windows
See examples on the back

	A shop window must display a
judicious selection of products to
attract the attention of passers-by.
	A shop window must not be
too busy: its composition must
be balanced, original and
showcased by proper lighting
without blinding glare.

	Regular maintenance and renewal
of the shop window are of primary
importance as the window reflects
the image of the business.

1. Shop windows

1Shop

	The shop window must
harmonize with the building in
which it is located.

1. Shop windows

of signs for
multiple
businesses
See examples on the back

	The lettering of multiple signs must
be homogeneous and the overall
message conveyed by each of the
signs must be discrete and consist
of a limited number of words.
	Colours and materials used in
multiple signs must be subdued.
The use of loud or bright colours is
prohibited.

	A new sign added to a building
or structure with multiple signs
must harmonize with the style,
dimensions, colours and materials
of existing signs.
	The lettering of any product
description on a sign must be
smaller than that of the business
name, and the surface area it covers
must be minimal in relation to the
sign’s overall surface area.

2. Integration of signs for multiple businesses
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Integration

	Signs for multiple businesses
attached to a building or installed
on a structure must harmonize in
terms of their dimensions, shape,
colours and size of the message.

2. Integration of signs for multiple businesses

lettering
See examples on the back

	The use of large and opaque print
is prohibited.

	The colours and overall look must
be subdued, discrete (loud or bright
colours prohibited) and harmonize
with both the building and its
architectural elements.

3. Shop window lettering
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Shop window

	The graphic design and lettering
used on the shop window must have
transparency and must not obstruct
a large portion of the shop window’s
surface area.

3. Shop window lettering

lighting
See examples on the back

	Lighting equipment must be
subdued, decorative and must
integrate with either the building or
the design of the area surrounding
the sign.

	The lighting of any sign must be
designed so as to minimize its
impact on adjacent properties
and traffic arteries, and must be
directed downward.

	Signs must be located in a manner
that ensures their predominance
in the urban landscape does not
detract from the visual quality of the
overall site.

4. Landscaping and lighting
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Landscaping and

	Signs on posts, walls or bases must
have, at their foot, landscaping that
enhances their visual quality. This
landscaping must consist of varied,
seasonal vegetation.

4. Landscaping and lighting

signs on
posts with the
building
See examples on the back

	The sign is considered to be an
architectural component of the
building. Therefore, the sign and the
building must harmonize with each
other in terms of graphic design,
colours (subdued and not loud or
bright), materials and lighting.

	The signs of a given commercial
complex must have a uniform
implementation and character as
well as homogeneous lettering.

	There must be a good balance
between the size of the sign and the
building’s volume.

	Signs must consist of no more than
two different materials, excluding
their support structure.

5. Integrating signs on posts with the building
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Integrating

5. Integrating signs on posts with the building

signs with the
building
See examples on the back

	The dimensions of the sign
and the volume of the building
must be proportional in order
to maintain a certain balance.

	A sign attached to a building
must not mask the latter’s
architecture.
	The different signs on a
building or commercial
complex must constitute
a consistent entity and be
harmonious in terms of
dimensions, shape, colours
and size of the message; their
implementation and character
must be uniform.

	The overall message of
each sign on a building or
commercial complex must
be discrete and consist of a
limited number of words.
	The lettering of any product
description on a sign must
be smaller than that of the
business name, and the
surface area it covers must
be minimal in relation to the
sign’s overall surface area.

6. Integrating signs with the building
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Integrating

	The sign is considered to be
an architectural component
of the building. Therefore, the
sign and the building must
harmonize with each other
in terms of graphic design,
colours (subdued and not
loud or bright), materials and
lighting.

	The sign must not be in a
location that will hide a
decorative element or obstruct
one of the building’s openings.

6. Integrating signs with the building

A permit must be obtained prior to
the installation of a commercial sign,
whether the latter is to be installed on a
post, a building or in a shop window.
Applicants must allow at least one and
a half to two months for the issuance of
the requested permit. The stages in the
process are as follows:

1.	Submitting a complete application
to the Urban Planning, Permits and
Inspections Department
• Colour visual of the sign project
• The sign’s dimensions
• Description of materials
• Description of lighting
• Implementation plan including
the sign’s distance from the
property’s limits
• Photomontage showing the sign and
the building

2.	Analysis of the project by the CCU
(comité consultatif d’urbanisme —
urban planning advisory committee)
3.	Tabling of the CCU’s recommendations
to the Municipal Council
4.	Municipal Council’s non-appealable
decision
5.	Issuance of the permit, if approved
by the Council

Permit application

Permit
application

Sign permit information
and application
Urban Planning, Permits and
Inspections Department
Town of Rosemère
100 Charbonneau Street
Rosemère, Québec
J7A 3W1
Tel.: 450 621-3500, ext. 1238
Email: ablais@ville.rosemere.qc.ca

