Everything you need to know
about tree protection

It is always preferable to preserve the natural level
of the land, especially close to trees.

In planning your project, you took into account urban
planning bylaws, but have you considered the options that would allow you to keep the trees? These
beautify your property, purify the air around you,
provide shade and privacy… And let’s not forget that
felling a tree to build a solarium, for instance, could
increase your air conditioning costs in summer and
heating costs in winter.
If, in spite of everything, you have to cut down one
or more trees, you must apply for a permit from the
Technical Services and Public Works Department to
do so. This application must be submitted at the same
time as you apply for a construction permit from the
Urban Planning Department. In addition to the trees
to be cut down, your application must show all trees
within a 5-metre radius of the work, whether they
are on your property or your neighbour’s. If need be,
a visit will allow us to guide you properly, providing
you with invaluable advice. Remember that a permit is always required before cutting down any tree
whose trunk, measured at 1 metre from the ground,
has a diameter of 2.5 cm or more, regardless of the
reason for which it needs to be taken down.

When the level of the ground must be lowered, it is
important to bear in mind that 70% of the root system
is located in the first 30 cm of the ground and that a
significant loss of roots could kill the tree. Therefore,
it is necessary to build a retaining wall at the level
of the branches’ periphery, or lower the ground level gradually; in either case, it is still necessary to
maintain a minimum distance of 2 m from the trunk.
In addition, when the ground level is lowered, the
amount of water reaching the roots may be reduced,
making it important to water the tree well during its
adaptation period.
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When the ground level must be raised by 15 to 40
cm, certain measures such as aerating the soil and
applying layers of different materials apply.

During construction work, heavy machinery may be
required to run close to your trees, which could damage
them. Indeed, the weight of the vehicles on the roots
can prove deadly to the trees. Since their roots extend
beyond the circumference of the branches, construction materials as well as excavated soil must be stored
outside the perimeter formed by the temporary fence.

In addition, the trunk of the tree must be protected
from machinery using a flexible material such as rubber (ex: old tires) secured around the trunk using 2x4s.

Planting and replacing trees
As required by municipal bylaws, any tree that is cut
down must be replaced. In the case of a deciduous or
leafy tree, the replacement must be at least 3 metres
(10 feet) high with a minimum diameter of 3.5 cm; the
minimum height of a conifer or fir tree is 1.5 metre.
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Protecting trees during
excavation
When conducting excavation work, a temporary fence
measuring 1.2 m (4 ft.) high (ex: snow fence) must
be installed around the edge of the trees’ branches
in order to protect them. If possible, this fence must
be installed beyond the foliage and remain in place
for the duration of the work.
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Heavy machinery traffic

If the heavy machinery cannot avoid running over the
roots, a thick layer (40 cm) of wood chips or crushed
stone must be temporarily applied over a permeable
geotextile membrane on traffic areas.

If, ultimately, excavation is required within 3 meters
of a tree, all affected roots, to a depth of 45 cm, and
measuring 5 cm and more must be cut cleanly, using
an appropriate tool.
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Backfill and excavated material

In the case of more than 40 cm of backfill, 10-cm
(4-in.) agricultural drains must be installed at the initial ground level, like the spokes in a wheel, with the
trunk being the centre of the wheel. Vertical drains
are then connected to the end of the horizontal drains
furthest from the tree, after which coarse gravel is
used to let air in, allowing the roots to breathe. These
precautions must be taken at ground level, with the
same diameter as the branches of the tree. Finally,
regardless of the height of the fill, it is necessary to
ensure that an area with a radius of 50 cm around
the trunk is kept at the original ground level. Building
a stone wall around this zone will keep new earth
from falling into the hole.

Should you need advice on the selection of a suitable
tree, we invite you to refer to other documents on
the Town of Rosemère’s website, in the Technical
Services, Public Works and Environment section at
www.ville.rosemere.qc.ca.
For additional details, including specific questions
relating to backfill, contact the Technical Services
and Public Works Department at 450 621-3500
ext. 3300.
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