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Trees and shrubs on transmission
line rights-of-way or in their
immediate vicinity are a safety risk
for workers and the public and
can interfere with operation of the
power system. As a preventive
measure, Hydro-Québec periodi-
cally clears vegetation from under
transmission lines, removing tree
and shrub species likely to cause
problems. Grasses and low-growing
shrubs, however, are left alone.




Maintaining clearance

The conductors of a transmission system are not
covered with an insulating sheath, unlike certain
lower-voltage distribution lines such as those that
carry electricity to homes. Instead, the air around
the conductors acts as an insulator. This means
transmission lines have to be farther from trees
and shrubs. When transmission lines are too close
to vegetation, electrical arcs can form which can
seriously injure anyone nearby, cause power
failures or even start a fire. HYDRO-QUEBEC
MAINTAINS GOOD CLEARANCE BETWEEN
VEGETATION AND LINE CONDUCTORS TO
PROTECT THE PUBLIC AND ENSURE A RELIABLE
SOURCE OF POWER.

Removing incompatible
vegetation

Hydro-Québec’s maintenance teams need to
be able to get to transmission lines quickly
without having to deal with trees or shrubs
in their way. HYDRO-QUEBEC CLEARS AWAY
DENSE VEGETATION THAT COULD PREVENT
MAINTENANCE TEAMS FROM REACHING
TRANSMISSION LINES QUICKLY AND SAFELY.

Methods adapted
to the surroundings

Hydro-Québec uses a range of techniques to control

vegetation that could hinder the operation of its
power transmission system. The method used in
any situation is selected based on environmental,
efficiency, safety, health and cost considerations.
When planning the work, Hydro-Québec always
considers the type of environment crossed by the
transmission line and the use made of the right-

of-way. In short, Hydro-Québec applies the principles

of “integrated vegetation management,” using the
right technique in the right place at the right time.

Sparse, low-growing
vegetation

Minimizing vegetation and keeping only low-
growing species under transmission lines helps
prevent forest fires from spreading and destroying
property, damaging transmission equipment and
causing power outages. A right-of-way that is kept
cleared also serves as a firebreak. In wooded areas,
HYDRO-QUEBEC PROTECTS ITS EQUIPMENT
FROM FIRE.



Cutting down
mature trees

Large trees or vegetation screens
in certain sections of a right-
of-way may have to be partially
or completely removed to keep
the vegetation from getting

too close to the power line. For
example, a vegetation screen
where a power line crosses a
public road, or bordering private
property, must be regularly
maintained or even completely
removed if it is composed of
species that are incompatible at
that location. Compatible species,
such as low-growing trees and
shrubs, can be left intact.

Qualified vegetation
control crews

The crews responsible for clearing operations

in rights-of-way are composed of competent
specialized forestry workers with appropriate
technical training and environmental knowledge.
Hydro-Québec hires private contractors who have
successfully completed qualifying procedures for
this type of work and can ensure it is carried out
in complete safety.

In addition, Hydro-
Québec employees
perform inventories
and monitoring during
and after the work.

Tree planting or landscaping
on properties for which Hydro-
Québec holds a servitude

Hydro-Québec holds a servitude when a right-
of-way is on land it does not own. A servitude
gives Hydro-Québec the right of access to private
property. The owner of the land is thus subject to
certain restrictions related to the presence and
operation of electric power transmission lines. In
effect, the servitude gives Hydro-Québec the right
to access the property at any time, to prohibit
construction, to remove vegetation, to cut trees and
shrubs incompatible with power system operation
and to maintain the power lines. Owners of land
on which an electric power transmission line has
been built may use the section of the right-of-way
belonging to them, so long as they meet certain
conditions set by Hydro-Québec (mainly to ensure
the safety of those who live near the right-of-way
or use it). Thus certain species of low-growing trees
and many shrub species can be planted. However,
before planting trees or shrubs, landowners must
first contact Hydro-Québec’s customer service

at the number indicated on their electricity bill

to make A REQUEST TO USE A HYDRO-QUEBEC
TRANSENERGIE RIGHT-OF-WAY. The regional office
will then contact the property owner to agree on
terms and conditions and to provide guidance, mainly
in the form of a list of species that can be planted
close to a transmission line.

The landowner in the case of forests in the public
domain is the Ministére des Ressources naturelles et
de la Faune du Québec (MRNF). Prior authorization
from the MRNF is mandatory for use of a right-of-way
or removal of vegetation on such land.



For more information about vegetation
management in Hydro-Québec’s
transmission line rights-of-way, call your
regional representative at 1 800 ENERGIE

(1 800 363-7443) or consult Hydro-Québec’s
Web site at www.hydroquebec.com/vegetation

The Hydro-Québec TransEnergie
environmental management system
is certified as ISO 14001 compliant.
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