Suggested Trees to Plant on Your Property
Help Us Grow the Urban Forest of Tomorrow!
Even if you select a tree variety that is less vulnerable to pests and disease, be aware that new threats can emerge
at any time. Like human beings, trees are sensitive to climate change and the extreme weather fluctuations that
can come with them. And location plays an important role in the equation: a tree that is planted in the wrong
place will become stressed and less resistant. If you diversify the types of trees in your yard, you won’t be
putting all of your eggs in the same basket. The key to success is promoting diversity and upholding the
principle of “the right tree for the right spot.”
There are a number of trees that are generally suited to the conditions we have here in Rosemère. However,
when shopping for something at a nursery, there are several important things to look for: make sure your tree
is healthy, has a straight trunk and is free of wounds. You are also advised to carefully check the roots: they
should not protrude from their pot to any significant degree. Nor should they wrap around the inside: potbound plants tend to continue growing in a circular pattern in the soil, which will prevent the tree from
thriving.

Common Hackberry
(Celtis occidentalis)
Height: 15 m. Width: 8 m.
Does well in compacted soil.
Grows relatively quickly in full sunlight.
Suited to all soil types.
Easy to maintain, withstands pollution.
Turns a beautiful greenish-yellow in the fall.
Light grey ornamental bark.

*Good choice as a replacement for an ash tree

Maidenhair Tree (Ginkgo)
(Ginkgo biloba)
Height: 20 m. Width: 8 m.
No known pests.
Highly attractive foliage.
Straight trunk and slender branches.
Good for narrow spaces.
Resistant to urban pollution.
Tolerant of compacted soils and road salts.
Grows slowly, easy to prune (if required).
For a closer look: Go to 190 Charbonneau, between the Public
Works building and the former fire hall (bright yellow leaves
in the fall).
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American Hornbeam
(Carpinus caroliniana)
Height: 8 m. Width: 7 m.
Small tree that grows well in the shade.
Hardy and native to the area.
Great choice for diversifying the types of trees on
your property.
Can grow in the shade of another tree or in more
densely wooded areas.
Sturdy, ornamental greyish trunk.
Yellow, orange and red foliage in the fall.

Northern Catalpa
(Catalpa speciosa)
Height: 15 m. Width: 10 m
Spectacular, sweet-scented flowers in mid-June.
Withstands sleet.
Tolerates compacted soil.
Easy to plant.
Grows quickly.
Pictured here in full spring bloom.
For a closer look: 184 Jean Street.
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Kentucky Coffeetree
(Gymnocladus dioicus)

Height: 20 m. Width: 14 m.
Ornamental, double-toothed leaves.
Casts a light shade.
Leaves turn yellow in fall.
Resistant to urban pollutants and can adapt to various
types of soil.
Hardy, requires minimal pruning and maintenance.
Good choice for difficult conditions.
Grows slowly, so it is best to start with a bigger
sapling and be patient!
* Good choice as a replacement for an ash tree.
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Autumn Blaze Maple
(Acer freemanii)
Height: 17 m. Width: 13 m.
Moderate to fast growth.
Beautiful fall foliage.
Cross between a silver maple and a red
maple.
A versatile tree that is suited to different
types of soil.
Can grow in full or partial shade.
Ideal for large areas.
Pictured here: Bright red fall foliage.
For a closer look: Along the Birth Trail, at
the corner of Montée Lesage and Lefrançois
Street (Route verte) or in front of the library.

Photo : M. St-Amour

Autumn Blaze Maple planted in 2008.

Bur Oak
(Quercus macrocarpa)
Height: 20 m. Width: 20 m.
Very robust.
Grows in heavy or compacted soil.
Resistant to drought and temporary flooding.
Easier to plant in the spring.
Native to Quebec and hardy in the area.
Adapts well to open spaces.
Slow-growing.
Exceptionally long lifespan.
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Sugar Maple
(Acer saccharum)
Height: 20 m. Width: 15 m.
Long lifespan.
Well suited to the local climate.
Colourful fall foliage.
Slow-growing.
Prized for its ornamental value.
Straight central trunk and rounded crown.
Certain smaller varieties of the sugar maple, including
Green Mountain and Legacy, are particularly worth
considering.

Northern Red Oak
(Quercus rubra)
Height: 24 m. Width: 24 m.
Pyramid-shaped crown that becomes rounder
over time.
Tolerates compacted soil.
Thrives in all types of soil, put prefers sites
that are well drained.
One of the faster-growing oaks (provided there
is sufficient exposure to sunlight).
Striking red foliage in the fall.
Hardy, native to Quebec.
Well suited to urban conditions.

There are many beautiful northern red oaks in the
north end of the town (around Dog River, RolandDurand Boulevard, Northcote Street, etc.)
*Young tree ablaze in fall colours
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Turkish Hazel
(Corylus colurna)
Height: 12 m. Width: 4 m.
Grows slowly.
Hardy species.
Virtually no disease problems.
Requires very little maintenance.
Pollution-resistant.

Amur Maackia
(Maackia amurensis)
Height: 8 m. Width: 6 m.
Slow-growing.
White flowers that bloom in July.
Weather- and pollution-resistant.
No disease issues to speak of.

Accolade Elm
(Ulmus X Accolade)
Height: 23 m. Width: 18 m.
Grows quickly.
Vase-shaped crown, with long,
arching branches.
Tolerant of urban environments and difficult growing
conditions (drought, restricted root space, pollution).
Excellent quality and durability.
Very good resistance to Dutch
elm disease.
Other elms that may be of interest: Patriot,
New Horizon, Emerald Sunshine.
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Serbian Spruce
(Picea Omorika)
Height: 15 m. Length: 4 m.
Pyramidal, narrow shape.
Hardy, but fares best when not exposed to heavy winds.
Good pollution resistance.
An attractive choice for diversifying the spruce population
in Rosemère, which is currently dominated by the blue and
white varieties.
Very few documented diseases, and practically
maintenance-free.
Good idea for narrower areas and for creating privacy.

White Fir
(Abies concolor)
Height: 15 m. Width: 5 m.
Slow to moderate growth.
Quite hardy.
Stands up to urban conditions.
Ill suited to compacted soil.
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Norway Spruce
(Picea abies)
Height: 25 m. Width: 10 m.
Beautiful trees with downwardhanging branches.
Hardy and easy to maintain.
Perfect for filling large spaces.
Tolerates partial shade.
Adapts well to various types of soil, although intolerant
of compacted soil.
Very high ornamental value.
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Trees That Require Extra Thought and Attention
and Some Recommended Alternatives
1. American Elm: Very prone to Dutch elm disease.
Suggestion: Replace with New Harmony, which is more resistant to this particular fungus.
2. Russian olive: Very short life span.
Suggestion: If you’re looking for a small ornamental tree, the Amur maple, Ohio buckeye or Canadian
serviceberry may fill the bill quite nicely.
3. Poplar: Often striking in a suburban environment, but widely disliked by homeowners because of their
invasive roots. Poplars are permitted in Rosemère, albeit with restrictions (may not be planted within
10 metres of a building, sewer, pipe or other obstacle). Because they grow fast, they can be useful in helping
to cover a large space in a relatively short amount of time.
Suggestion: If your yard gets a lot of sunlight and you are looking for a fast-growing tree, the low-maintenance
and distinct-looking Amur cork tree is well worth considering. The hackberry is also very tolerant and grows
quickly.
5. Schubert chokecherry: Like most cherry tries, the Schubert chokecherry is susceptible to black knot
disease, which is becoming increasingly widespread and has no known cure.
Suggestion: Replace with a serviceberry, a small ornamental tree with remarkable fall foliage and fruits that
attract local birds.
6. Birch: Most birch trees are prone to the bronze birch borer, an insect that has been known to damage a large
number of trees, especially in urban settings.
Suggestion: Opt for the hardier Heritage river birch, or an Amur cork tree, which is just as aesthetically
pleasing as a birch, but more tolerant of clay-based soils.
7. Pine: Pine trees that have needles in bunches of two or three are particularly vulnerable to a variety of fungal
infections associated with the stresses caused by the urban environment as well as unsatisfactory and/or dry soil
conditions.
Suggestion: The larch is a conifer that is well suited to our climate. It grows quickly and boasts beautiful fall
foliage. Note that, unlike other conifers, it actually sheds its needles in the winter. If you have your heart set on a
pine tree, however, you would be better off with a white pine, whose needles come in clusters of five and
whose disease resistance is much better than its cousins.
8. Ash: Given the presence of the emerald ash borer, an exotic, invasive, wood-boring insect, there is a
formal ban on planting ash trees in the area.
Suggestion: The common hackberry and Kentucky coffeetree are both trees that adapt well to various urban
conditions. Their both turn bright yellow in the fall, similar to the ash tree.
9.

Magnolia: Scale insects are a growing concern for magnolia trees in the area and are difficult to control.

10. Ivory Silk Japanese lilac: This small tree has exploded in popularity in recent years. However, it is
susceptible to bacterial blight, which can have a considerable impact on the tree’s appearance.
11. Norway maple: The Norway maple is a popular pick and admired for its coloured foliage (red, bright
green, variegated). Unfortunately, it is particularly prone to disease (cankers, verticillium wilt) and often
suffers from structural problems (weak crotch) and girdling roots. It is actually considered to be an invasive
species in Canada.
Suggestion: Autumn Blaze maple, sugar maple.
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CHECK BEFORE YOU DIG!
Contact Info-Excavation!
This is a free underground utility line locating service. The online form is available at https://www.infoex.com/en/
Read The Right Tree in the Right Place, an information booklet published by Hydro-Québec (available at
Public Works) for tips regarding power lines.
Request a free inspection report from Public Works if there are any plans to do work or drive any equipment
within 5 metres of a tree.
For additional information on eligible trees, please refer to the documentation posted on the Town of
Rosemère website.

Other useful sources of information:
Hydro-Québec, Répertoire des arbres et arbustes ornementaux. Montreal: Hydro-Québec
Distribution, 2005.
Available in bookstores, or call 1-800-363-7443 (1-800-ENERGIE)
Farrar, John Laird, Trees in Canada. Markham: Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 2017.
https://www.amazon.ca/Trees-Canada-John-LairdFarrar/dp/1554554063/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_t_0?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=EFT7SZ83M7WM45WCDXA3

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation:
Website: www.cmhc.ca
Lefebvre, Daniel, Landscape Guide for Canadian Homes. Ottawa: CMHC, 2004.
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/schl-cmhc/NH15-422-2007-eng.pdf
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